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NASHVILLE’S NASTINESS. 


We trust our readers have received the 
announcement of the Nashville School of 
Medicine —double - graduating - course con- 
cern—for the summer session of 1878. Had 
we the space we would give it in full without 
comment, as we could present no better 
argument against diploma-mills than the 
publication of this one’s own shame. A 
more bombastic, specious, hardened, and 
ungrammatical piece of literature it has not 
been our disgust to read this many a day. 
How respectable men, right in the face of 
sentiment within and without the profes- 
sion, could be found engaged in selling 
licenses to slay their fellow-creatures is in- 
explicable. It is nothing better. The di- 
ploma-mill at Nashville does not stand on 
ground one whit higher than the Buchanan 
mill at Philadelphia; nay, not on ground so 
high; for the owners of the Pennsylvania 
concern acknowledge themselves outcasts, 
while the Tennessee follower is conducted 
by men who have had opportunity to know 
better. There is the same appeal to cupid- 
ity and ignorance in either institution, and 
the same attempt to cover up mercenary 
designs. 

We have sufficiently published the Nash- 
ville school at other times, and do not pro- 
pose to go over the ground again. Suffice 
to know that 1878 finds it worse, if possi- 
ble, than did 1877. With its Philadelphia 
brother, and one in the Northwest, it stands 
alone to-day in manufacturing cheap and 
nasty “ doctors.’’ Does any man doubt the 
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necessity of the “ College Association’’ any 
longer? It will certainly slay all such as 
the Nashville school in time. In the mean- 
time let those who feel tempted to patronize 
such concerns be warned that in so doing 
they seek their own disgrace, and stand in 
danger of being tabooed from decent pro- 
fessional intercourse. Certainly they shall 
not escape it for the want of our branding. 





Dr. J. Bunion STEVENS is announced in 
the Nashville College circular as professor 
of obstetrics and clinical midwifery, and 
“physician to the county hospital for con- 
tagious diseases.” Without wishing to tread 
on any body’s corns, while acknowledging 
the eminent fitness of joining the several 
offices mentioned —nothing, in fact, being 
so conducive to the salubrity of the lying-in 
chamber as a vigorous scarlatinal or small- 
pox odor—we must mildly doubt the pos- 
sibility of a single individual standing up 
under so many honors. 





BerorE the days of the Association there 
may have been some excuse for the double 
graduating terms; but we trust that men 
who were engaged in such business, having 
surrendered their individual opinions, and 
entered so faithfully into the league, will 
raise their voices against a system for which 
there is now no possible apology. 





No pent up Utica confines Prof. Wight, 
of the Nashville school. His sapient view 
not only takes in “State Medicine,” but 
“ Diseases of the Chest.” 





38 LOUISVILLE MEDICAL NEWS. 


On October sth, 1877, says the announce- 
ment of the Nashville College, a ligature 
was successfully thrown around an external 
pile, at the clinic of the school, and on the 
2oth of the same month, in the same pres- 
ence, three teeth were extracted! And it 
would have us believe that the clinic, during 
“the rest of the session was as interesting 
as that of October.”’ When will this exag- 
gerated style of writing cease in medical 
school literature? 





THE Nashville catalogue displays a solid 
page of councilors—whose chief business, by 
the way, seems to have been in giving bad 
advice—and another page of faculty. We 
believe there are so many doctors in Ten- 
nessee, but doubt if they will assemble at 
one time in its capital. It is frankly ac- 
knowledged that one of the gentlemen is 
colonized in Arkansas. 





Five members of the faculty of the Nash- 
ville Medical College are proudly announced 
as being connected—professionally of course 
—with the Tennessee penitentiary, whose 
hospital is to furnish the chief clinic of the 
college. Who doubts the eternal fitness of 
things? 





Tue Nashville circular announces eleven 
hundred students in the Tennessee peni- 
ten ; we mean one hundred and four 
convicts in the Nashville Col Con- 
found it, we never will get this thing straight. 





A CHAPLAIN and a lawyer are added to 
the Nashville faculty, that naught concern- 
ing soul, body, or estate may be overlooked 
during the three or four months’ rush for a 
diploma. 





LET it be remembered that the time is 
near at hand when diplomas from the mills 
will be carefully hidden. 


New EpITIon oF EricHsEN.—Mr. Henry 
Lea, of Philadelphia, announces the seventh 
edition of Erichsen’s Surgery, thoroughly 
revised by the author, and much enlarged. 
Full notices of its contents may be expected 
in the News. 





Ir is indeed a sign of desperate times 
when doctors are tempted to run a diploma- 
mill, We can liken their action but to that 
of shipwrecked wretches, who are forced by 
hunger to feed on each other. 





Bounp VoLuMEs oF THE News.—A lim- 
ited number of bound volumes of the News 
can be supplied; those for 1876 at $3.50, 
those for 1877 at $4.50. They will be sent 
postage paid on the receipt of the price by 
the publishers. 





Ir the Nashville College continues in its 
present course, we shall be forced to publish 
the names of its faculty and students. 





Our readers will please remember that 
the Nashville College is not the University 
of Nashville. It imitated this honorable 
name for a purpose, and has no doubt suc- 
ceeded in deceiving not a few. 





How did the Nashville College get the 
idea in its head that it would be attacked 
in certain quarters? 





WILL our readers pardon us for dwelling 
at such length on the Nashville College? 
We wished to make the indictment com- 
plete—to lay it at once before the people 
and profession—and be done with it. 





SEVEN doctors in the present Kentucky 
Legislature. 
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ALOPECIA AREATA. 


EXTRACT FROM A CLINICAL LECTURE 


BY L. P. YANDELL, JR., M. D., 
Professor of Therapeutics and Clinical Medicine in the 
University of Louisville. 

Gentlemen; The patient before you is the 
subject of one of the parasitic affections of 
the skin. A vegetable parasite, called mi- 
crosporon audouini, is the cause of the dis- 
ease, according to Dr. Tilbury Fox and Dr. 
Balmanno Squire, although most dermatolo- 
gists deny the existence of such a parasite, 
and hold that alopecia areata is solely a 
result of faulty innervation—or, in other 
words, that the hair dies and falls out from 
inanition, starvation. Knowing Dr. Fox and 
Dr. Squire to be close, careful, and con- 
scientious observers, I take their side of the 
question. The existence or non-existence, 
however, of the parasite is of no practical 
moment, as the treatment is the same in 
either event. 

On this woman’s scalp you observe a 
number of roundish bald spots, as large as 
gun wads, and sharply defined in their out- 
lines. The skin is singularly white and 
smooth, and does not even possess those 
minute downy hairs usually found on bald 
heads. These areas of hairless scalp are 
without dandruff and do not itch, and the 
cuticle is thinner than the surrounding scalp, 
and is slightly depressed. The bald spots 
have been coming on for two or three 
months, the patient says. 

This is one of the varieties of alopecia 
areata, and is called nummulated, ¢. ¢., mon- 
ey-shaped. Other cases present single or 
multiple, oval, irregular, or serpentine shapes. 
Occasionally the hair of the entire head is 
absent ; this is denominated calvities. The 
The disease is commonest on the head, but 
the brows, lashes, beard, and body-hair are 
sometimes totally removed. 

Diagnosis.— Alopecia areata is easy of 
diagnosis. It occurs in children and persons 
in early and middle life most frequently. It 


seems to appear suddenly, and the patient 
becomes conscious of a patch or patches of 
absolute baldness before he is aware that his 
hair had begun to fall. The patches may 
remain stationary indefinitely, or, as is more 
usual, gradually extend, and others are add- 
ed. Downy hairs may or may not exist. 
The spots are invariably well-defined, as if 
the hairs in them had been pulled out by 
the roots, leaving the surrounding hair as 
thick as ever. The cuticle appears as white 
and smooth as a billiard-ball. It is not only 
diminished in thickness, but the cellular 
tissue beneath is atrophied, making the area 
lower than the surrounding skin. There are 
no scales on the epilated surfaces, and no 
roots of broken hairs asin ringworm. There 
is no itching, burning, or any abnormal 
sensation attending the disease. Of course 
eczema or other eruption may complicate it, 
and produce itching, burning, etc., but this 
is unusual. In ringworm you have broken, 
worm-eaten looking stubs of hairs, with 
more or less scaliness and itching. In alo- 
pecia from syphilis, the continued fevers, or 
any severe or prolonged maladies, there is a 
general and gradual thinning of the hair, 
and not circumscribed spots; and you have 
also the history of the case to guide you. 
In fevers and eczema you have crusts, scabs. 

The pathology of alopecia areata, as I 
have before remarked, is yet a vexed ques- 
tion. 

Prognosts.—It is stated by some dermatol- 
ogists that alopecia areata gets well of itself 
eventually in most cases, and most writers 
speak of it as always and easily curable. 
My own experience teaches me that alopecia 
areata may last indefinitely, unless relieved 
by treatment, and that even with the most 
judicious management, embracing both local 
and constitutional measures, it is occasion- 
ally incurable. The falling of the hair, in 
some cases, goes on despite all our efforts to 
arrest it, and the bald areas extend slowly 
or rapidly. In other cases the alopecia is 
not progressive, but is obstinately stationary, 
and the baldness continues indefinitely if 
not interminably. 
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Treatment.— My belief is that alopecia 
areata is most common in individuals of the 
scrofulous diathesis. In such persons the 
constructive medicines, such as syrup of the 
hypophosphites, cod-liver oil, extract of 
malt, syrup of the iodide of iron, are indi- 
cated. Muriate of calcium in twenty-grain 
doses in syrup, thrice daily, has lately been 
highly recommended by Dr. Robert Bell, 
of London, in all forms of scrofula. He 
declares it has relieved every variety of tu- 
bercular disease coming under his care, in- 
cluding the marasmus of children, tubercular 
peritonitis, and pulmonary consumption. I 
hope you will remember this remedy, and 
give it atrial. It is an old remedy revived. 
It was in use fifty years ago, but for some 
reason fell out of notice. 

Local treatment cures the majority of 
cases of alopecia areata. Any of the par- 


asiticides may be employed. Pure carbolic 
acid, cantharidal collodion, ammonia forti- 
ori, strong solutions of corrosive sublimate, 
and many other similar remedies have been 
successfully used. A brief description of 
some of the cases that have come under my 


observation will indicate what I deem the 
best treatment. 

The patient before you is an old friend of 
mine. She comes to-day, at my request, 
that you may see the nummulated form of 
alopecia areata with which she is afflicted. 
Each of these bald areas is to be carefully 
washed with soap and water, or soda and 
water, to remove the oil from the skin. 
Then cantharidal collodion is to be thickly 
painted on, and blistering will follow to- 
morrow. Mutton suet or other protective 
must then be applied till the surface is heal- 
ed; and if no hair shows in the spots in a 
week or two after this, then the patches are 
to be re-blistered, more or less often, for sev- 
eral months. After the hair begins to return 
mild stimulants should be applied frequent- 
ly, and the scalp should be brushed thor- 
oughly every day. The following recipe, 
which I have given you several times be- 
fore, is an excellent mild stimulant to the 
scalp: 


K Sulphurous acid 
Sulphate of quinia 
Tincture of cantharides........ 
Cocoaine (Burnett’s).....000e6 3 viij. 


Make solution. Rub well into the scalp daily. 


The patient seems in perfect general health, 
and I perceive no indication for internal 
medicine. Three years ago this woman was 
sent to me by Dr. Preston B. Scott, of this 
city, to be cured of alopecia areata of twelve 
months’ duration. She presented the most 
extraordinary appearance. I have never 
seen but one other case equal to it, and that 
I shall presently speak of. Her entire scalp 
was absolutely bald, white, and smooth. It 
reminded one of a large ostrich egg. Her 
brows and lashes were also gone, giving her 
a most uncouth, unhandsome look. The 
hair on her person was not affected. The 
patient’s general health was perfect. I ap- 
plied carbolic acid, full strength, over one 
half the head at her first visit to me. Within 
half an hour vertigo and staggering, accom- 
panied by intense headache, came on, and 
lasted several hours. The subsequent appli- 
cations were made less extensive, and though 
in each instance painful they were well 
borne. In six months the hair was growing 
satisfactorily, and in less than a year her 
head was well covered with a healthy thick 
suit of hair, which is now nearly two feet 
long. This was the variety of alopecia 
areata denominated calvities. Her present 
case, as I have before said, is the nummulated 
form. It began six months ago. Dread of 
the burning has heretofore prevented her 
seeking medical assistance. 

The other case of calvities, to which I 
before alluded, some of you who were with 
us at the University Dispensary last summer 
will remember. It is on a little Irish boy, 
eleven or twelve years old. His head is as 
bald as a gourd, barring a dozen or so coarse 
hairs on top. Similar treatment was em- 
ployed in his case, the cantharidal collodion 
being substituted sometimes instead of the 
acid. ‘Two months of treatment yielded no 
good results, and the little fellow could not 
be induced to persevere. He is otherwise 
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apparently a healthy child, though of stru- 
mous family. 

Another patient was a little girl seven 
years old, having half a dozen bald spots on 
her head, and her eyebrows were gone. 
Cantharidal collodion, followed by the stimu- 
lating hair-dressing, cured her in six months. 
She has been well four years. She is of 
a scrofulous family, but has always been 
healthy. 

Another case was a maiden of forty, with 
three large bald spots on her head. Two of 
these were covered with hair within six 
months, but one has remained stationary. 

Another case was a bachelor of sixty, 
having three large bald patches on his scalp. 
Two of these yielded kindly, as did part 
of the third. More than half of it, how- 
ever, obstinately refused to get well. 

The last case I shall mention was of the 
nummulated variety. There were dozens of 
roundish bald areas on her scalp. Local 
and constitutional treatment, patiently tried 
for months, proved entirely futile. I might 
mention several other cases which were suc- 
cessfully treated, but these will suffice. 

Should you fancy some other name instead 
of alopecia areata, you have a long list to 
choose from for this affection ; it is also called 
smooth ringworm, tenia decalvans, alopecia 
circumscripta, area celsi, porrigo decalvans, 
area diffluens; and different varieties of the 
disease receive names descriptive of their 
shape, extent, etc.; for instance, calvities 
where the baldness is complete, and ophiasis 
where it resembles the trail of a snake. 

LOuISVILLE, 





Gorrespondence. 


DEATH IN OPISTHOTONOS. 
To the Editors of the Louisville Medical News: 

I was called October 20, 1877, to see a 
boy aged three years, pale and anemic. 
Found an abscess on the sacrum; surround- 
ing parts red and tense, tender upon the 
slightest pressure. What seemed to be the 


head of the abscess was about opposite 
the first sacral bone and one half inch to 
the right of the median line. Had been 
forming about six weeks. By fluctuation 
and by the general appearances I was con- 
fident it contained pus. I made a deep 
incision with my lancet almost to the sacral 
bone, when about three ounces of straw- 
colored pus was evacuated. Ordered an 
emolient cataplasm, with a tonic treatment 
of iron, quinine, and wine, and left him. 

October 21st: When I returned to-day, 
found the wound, which was about three 
fourths of an inch long and about the same 
depth, gaping and the sides protruding from 
the great tension of the surrounding parts. 
About two ounces more pus had escaped, 
and its character had materially changed. 
Minute granules of bone, resembling crushed 
sugar with the grains slightly elongated, 
were mixed with the pus. The little patient 
had been almost entirely free from pain since 
the lancing of the abscess. Ordered the con- 
tinuation of the cataplasm and also of the 
tonic. I kept him well nourished during 
his entire sickness on beef ted, chicken 
broth, milk, wine, etc. 

October 22d: Found sides of the wound 
still protruding, and the pus still more thickly 
intermingled with sequestrum. Continued 
the tonic treatment, but discontinued the 
poultice, as the swelling in the surrounding 
parts had about subsided. 

October 24th: Found the protruding sides 
sloughed off. Touched the few unhealthy 
granulations that remained with caustic, and 
brought the edges of the wound together 
with adhesive strips, leaving a small opening 
at the lower edge for drainage, which con- 
tinued till October 28th, when it had about 
ceased and the wound had nearly cicatrized. 
Continued the tonic treatment as before, and 
left the little fellow feeling and looking better 
than for months before. 

November 4th: Patient’s father came for 
me and said he had been crying, with severe 
pain in the back of his head and neck, and 
also soreness of throat; so much so that it 
was impossible to swallow even semi-solid 
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food. His mother had attempted an exam- 
ination of his throat, but found she could 
not open his mouth. No persuasion could 
induce him to sever his teeth. I attempted 
it by force till I found that the clinching of 
his teeth was wholly involuntary. The mas- 
seter muscles were rigid, those of the back 
of his neck slightly contracted, so that his 
head was drawn back. The sterno-cleido- 
mastoid and trapezius muscles were especially 
rigid. Had been troubled for three or four 
days with incontinence of urine and feces, 
both of which would pass from him under 
the least mental irritation; also a lameness 
in his right leg; in running about the house 
it would give down suddenly and let him fall. 
I saw at once that I would have to combat 
tetanus ; so began immediately with cannabis 
indica, the much-vaunted remedy in tetanic 
symptoms. I continued this treatment with 
belladonna and morphia hypodermically, to 
give him rest, for three days. But all the 
above symptoms continued to progress in 
severity till November 8th, when I was called 
in haste early in the morning to see the little 
sufferer, when I found him in the most ter- 
rible convulsion I have ever witnessed. He 
was lying in opisthotonos; his body formed 
a half circle, with its weight resting upon 
his occiput and heels; frothy blood was is- 
suing from the corners of his mouth; jaws 
crossed ; nostrils distended ; eyes wide open 
and glaring; a deathly pallor of the skin, 
with every voluntary muscle of his body 
knotted and seemingly as hard as wood. I 
immediately gave chloroform by inhalation 
and hydrate of chloral per rectum, and in 
five minutes happily succeeded in quieting 
the convulsion, which had lasted over an 
hour. Left him, with directions for the use 
of both. Another occurred in an hour, but 
his father succeeded in checking it in a few 
minutes with the above treatment. Another 
and still other attacks occurred through the 
day at intervals of from one to two hours, 
each in succession checked within a few min- 
utes, till at 11 P. M. another attack carried 
him off before either the chloroform or 
hydrate of chloral could be administered. 


His teeth remained clinched during forty- 
six hours, and his jaws locked during the 
convulsions. He slept quietly during the 
intervals. 

The heredity of the case is an interesting 
feature. A brother at his age died with 
almost the same symptoms. His mother 
and older brother now have symptoms of 
spinal disease. I examined the wound 
closely, but could find no vicious cicatrix ; 
it was almost entirely healed. 

Was this a case of traumatic tetanus, or 
could it not have been from spinal irrita- 
tion had the abscess not been lanced? 


ARTHUR G. HOBBS, M. D. 
ARTHUR, IND. 


Meviews. 


The Transactions of the International Medical 
Congress. Edited by JoHN ASHURST, JrR., of 
Philadelphia. 1876. 


We have here a royal octavo volume of 
more than eleven hundred and fifty pages, 


_ closely printed, in small type, which is pretty 


sure to remain long a work of reference with 
the physicians of America. One fourth of 
it is taken up with the history of American 
medicine, in the shape of addresses by 
Drs. Austin Flint, Bowditch, Wormley, Eve, 
Toner, Parvin, Chaillé, Gray, L. P. Yandell, 
Davis, and Woodward. The progress of 
medicine, surgery, obstetrics, medical juris- 
prudence, chemistry, hygiene, medical lit- 
erature, and medical education is presented 
by these writers in a way that the reader in 
a few pages may see what was done by the 
physicians of the United States during the 
first century of our existence as a nation. 
The interest of this part of the Transactions 
will not decline, but rather grow, with time. 
These histories will be referred to by all 
writers who hereafter have occasion to trace 
the progress of medicine in the new world. 
The congress was divided into sections 
of medicine, biology, surgery, dermatology, 
obstetrics, ophthalmology, otology, sanitary 
science, and mental diseases, in which the 





LOUISVILLE MEDICAL NEWS. 43 


most interesting topics pertaining to those 
branches of the healing art were discussed. 
We give a few of them: 


Typho-malarial Fever—Is it a Special Type of 
Fever? Are Diphtheritic and Pseudo-membranous 
Croup identical? Do the Conditions of Modern Life 
specially favor the Development of Nervous Dis- 
eases? Alcohol in its Therapeutic Relations as a 
Food and as a Medicine; Antiseptic Surgery; Causes 
and Geographical Distribution of Calculus Diseases ; 
Penetrating Wounds of the Abdomen, with the Sug- 
gestion of a New Practice; On Stone in the Bladder 
in Finland; Variations in Type and Prevalence of 
Diseases of the Skin in Different Countries of Equal 
Civilization; The Treatment of Syphilis and the 
Measures to Prevent the Spread of the Disease; The 
Origin and Prevention of Puerperal Fever; Quar- 
antine, with particular reference to Cholera and 
Yellow Fever; Responsibility of the Insane for their 
Criminal Acts. 


These are only a few of the many prac- 
tical subjects treated of in the sections, a 
report of which we have in this imposing 
volume. 

We can conscientiously recommend these 
Transactions to those of our readers, of whom 
no doubt we have many, who can command 
the leisure necessary to enjoy a big book; 
and to the practitioner too who may not 
enjoy that leisure we still commend it as a 
work to be consulted on points about which 
he can hardly find any where else so much 
information. Lk. B.. Yep JR 





Transactions of the Indiana State Medical 
Society, 1877. Twenty-seventh Annual Session. 
Indianapolis: Baker, Schmidlap & Co. 1877. 


A handsomely-printed volume of valu- 
able essays, evincing the vigorous condition 
of this sterling body of medical men. The 
officers elect are Dr. Waterman, of Indian- 
apolis, president; Dr. Howard, of Green- 
field, vice-president; Dr. Woolen, of In- 
dianapolis, secretary; Dr. Burton, of Mitch- 
ell, assistant secretary ; Dr. Walker, of In- 
dianapolis, treasurer; Dr. Featherston, of 
Indianapolis, librarian. The following are 
the contents: 


President’s Address— Empiricism —S. S. Boyd, 
M. D., Dublin; Gordon’s Method of Treatment of 


Colles’s Fracture of the Radius — John Chambers, 
M. D., Indianapolis; The Medical Witness—Wilson 
Hobbs, M. D., Knightstown; How to Secure Med- 
ical Legislation—J. W. Harvey, M. D., Indianapolis ; 
Dilatation and Contraction of Blood-vessels and Tu- 
bular Structures—R. E. Haughton, M. D., Indianap- 
olis; The Therapeutic Properties of Opium—L. L. 
Todd, M. D., Indianapolis; The Indiscriminate Use 
of Hypodermic Medication—J. I. Rooker, M. D., 
Noblesville; Two Cases of Fatal Perityphlitis—Wm. 
Lomax, M.D., Marion; A Case of Anencephalia— 
B. J. Hon, M. D., Orleans; Cancer—S. C. Wedding- 
ton, M.D., Jonesboro; A Case of Inguinal Hernia— 
E. K. Frierwood, M. D., North Grove; Hereditary 
Transmission of Disease—J. Pennington, M.D., Mil- 
ton; A Case of Placenta Praeevia—S. C. Weddington, 
M.D., Jonesboro; Transactions of the Twenty-sev- 
enth Annual Session; Constitution; List of Names 
of Members. 





A Summer Vacation; Sketches and Thoughts 
Abroad, in the Summer of 1877. By JAmes B. 
CONVERSE. Louisville: Converse & Co. 1878. 


These letters are written in a pleasant, 
cheery vein, and contain graphic descrip- 
tions of places visited, together with much 
interesting and useful information. ‘To the 
reader who has been abroad Mr. Converse’s 
book will vividly recall many delightful 
memories of foreign travel, and to those 
who have not been so fortunate it will serve 
as an agreeable and inexpensive substitute 
for a tour in the old country. L. P. Ye, JR. 





A Treatise on Acology and Therapeutics, with 
some of the most prominent Principles and Rules 
of Chemical and Mechanical Pharmacy. By J. 
G. WESTMORELAND, M.D., Professor of Materia 
Medica and Therapeutics in Atlanta Medical Col- 
lege. Atlanta, Ga.: Plantation Publishing Com- 
pany’s Press. 1873. 


We have just received from the publishers 
the above volume. Prof. Westmoreland has 
had a long experience as a teacher of ma- 
teria medica and therapeutics, and a longer 
experience in the practice of medicine, and 
the readers of Southern medical journals are 
all familiar with the productions of his pen. 
The treatise under consideration contains 
much valuable information conveyed clearly 
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and concisely. The author’s classification is 
out of the usual line, and many of his terms 
are not commonly employed, and some of 
his theories are not those popular at the 
present day; but as every writer has a right 
to form his own classification, and as all his 
terms are classical, and as in the domain of 
theory there can be no just restriction, fault 
can not be found with the book on these 
scores. The work comprises nearly three 
hundred pages, and contains many illustra- 


tions of the plants described. L. P. Y., JR. 





‘Books and Mamphlets. 


PY4@MIA AND SEPTIC/2MIA. By B. A. Watson, 
M. D., Surgeon to the Jersey City Charity and St. 
Francis Hospitals, Jersey City, N. J. Reprinted from 
the New York Medical Journal, October and Novem- 
ber, 1877. New York: D. Appleton & Co. 1877. 


AN ADDRESS INTRODUCTORY TO THE ONE HuUN- 
DRED AND TWELFTH CouRSE OF LECTURES IN THE 
MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
PENNSYLVANIA. Delivered on October 1, 1877. By 
William Pepper, A. M., M. D., Professor of Clinical 
Medicine. Published by order of the Board of Trus- 
tees, and at the request of the Medical Class. Phila- 
delphia: Collins, printer. 1877. 


THE RELATIONS OF ANCIENT MEDICINE TO GYNE- 
coLocy. By Edward W. Jenks, M. D., Professor of 
Medical and Surgical Diseases of Women and Ob- 
stetrics in Detroit Medical College; Fellow of the 
American Gynecological Society, etc. Reprinted 
from Detroit Medical Journal, May, 1877. Detroit: 
Wm. A. Scripps. 1877. 


DiciTauis: A Paper read before the New Hamp- 
shire Medical Society at its Annual Meeting held at 
Concord, June, 1877. By Henry M. Field, M. D., 
Professor of Therapeutics, Dartmouth Medical Col- 
lege, Concord: Printed by the Republican Press 
Association. 1877. 


EXPposiTION OF Facts. By A. Y. P. Garnett, M.D. 
Washington, D.C.: Judd & Detweller. 1878. 


VARIATIONS IN TYPE AND IN PREVALENCE OF 
DISEASES OF THE SKIN IN DIFFERENT COUNTRIES 
OF EQuaL CIVILIZATION. By James C. White, M.D., 
Professor of Dermatology in Harvard University. Ex- 
tracted from the Transactions of the International 
Medical Congress, Philadelphia, September, 1876. 
Philadelphia. 1877. 


ON MASTURBATION AND HYSTERIA IN YOUNG 
CHILDREN. Remarks before the Medical Journal 
Association of New York, in November, 1875. By 
A. Jacobi, M. D., Clinical Professor of Diseases of 
Children, College of Physicians and Surgeons, New 
York. Reprinted from the American Journal of Ob- 
stetrics and Diseases of Women and Children, Vol. 
VIII, No. 4, February, and Vol. IX, No. 2, June, 
1876. New York: William Wood & Co. 1876. 





Sormulary. 


OINTMENT FOR HAMORRHOIDS. 
R Acidi tannici........ mmiaeannenion 
Acidi carbolici R 
Ext. Opi ......scee eos Dis 
Ext, bellad....cccccoscceccssoee - 
Aa D ss; 
3)- 


Ext. aconiti 
Cerat. simp 
Misce bene. S. Apply to the piles morning and 
evening, and introduce a small piece into the bowel 
after each action. LP. 8. je. 


FOR PAINFUL HASMORRHOIDS. 
RK Liquor bismuth 
Tinct. opii deodorat 
Mucilag. amyli 
S. Inject one fourth every three or four hours. 


IN INTERMITTENT. 
R Hydrarg. chloridi mitis 
Quiniz sulph 
Morphiee sulph........ ecccces cee 
Glycerinz ......... onceneneb enon q. Ss. 
M. Divide into twelve pills. S. Two or three pills 
every two or three hours. 


IN SECONDARY HEMORRHAGE. 
RK Fluid extract of ergot 
S. Half a teaspoonful to teaspoonful every hour. 
Restlessness of patient to be quieted with an opiate. 


FEBRIFUGE POWDERS. 
R Hydrarg. chlorid. mitis 
Pulv. doveri 
Potass. nitratis 
M. Divide into two powders. S. One at bedtime, 
in the ephemeral fever of childhood. 








PsYCHOLOGICAL.—The “candid’’ man is 
often one who dislikes to hear as much as 
he likes to tell disagreeable truths. 
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WMliscellany. 


QUININE AND CincHonipIA.—On the 15th 
of December the retail price of quinia sul- 
phate was $3.30 to $3.50 per oz. avoirdupois, 
and that of cinchonidia sulphate 7oc. to 8oc. 
About the same time it was stated by one of 
the prominent manufacturers of cinchona 
alkaloids, that “from April to September, 
inclusive, our sales of sulphate of cinchoni- 
dia were double those of sulphate of quinia.”’ 
Those who have given even a small amount 
of attention to the medical journals of the 
past year, have not failed to observe the 
number of communications from physicians 
all over the country, speaking in most favor- 
able terms of the merits of cinchonidia sul- 
phate as compared with the more expensive 
alkaloid. Many of these letters have been 
republished and again circulated in the in- 
terests of manufacturers and dealers, and it 
is not unreasonable to presume that this has 
been the principal cause of the increased 
demand for cinchonidia sulphate. 

In view, however, of the considerable dif- 
ference in price, and the alleged similarity 
in therapeutical effects of the two salts, one 
is naturally led to conjecture that this in- 
crease may also depend somewhat upon a 
disposition to substitute the cheap for the 
expensive salt when the latter is prescribed. 

I have no doubt that cinchonidia sulphate 
will answer most purposes fulfilled by quinia 
sulphate in a majority of cases, but I can 
hardly believe that the demand for it, on 
the part of physicians, has increased within 
a year or two in a way to correspond with 
the statement above quoted. 

Another point to which I wish to call at- 
tention in this connection, and which comes 
within the range of my own experience, is 
that in some cases where I have prescribed 
cinchonidia sulphate, patients have reported 
that they paid nearly the’same price as when 
quinia sulphate had been ordered.—Corre- 
spondence Medical Record. 


ANIMAL Dynamics.—The law of equiva- 
lence in animal dynamics, as laid down by 


by Dr. Mayer, of Heilbronn, was explained 
with his usual lucidity by Professor Tyndall 
in a recent address. The muscle and fat of 
the body are derived from the food, and an- 
imal heat is derived from their combustion 
by combining with the oxygen admitted by 
the lungs. When the muscles are inactive, 
slow combustion goes on; and for every 
grain of carbon burned a perfectly definite 
amount of heat is produced. When the 
muscles contract, the combustion is quick- 
ened, and the additional heat is liberated 
in the muscles themselves. If external work 
be done, as in lifting a weight or hammer- 
ing a nail, the heat is no longer developed 
in the body but transferred to the weight 
lifted or the raised hammer, and is liberated 
when they fall, and the heat thus liberated 
is exactly equal to the combustion inside 
the body. Thus the body is an apparatus 
efficient beyond all others in transforming 
and distributing the energy with which it is 
supplied, but it possesses no creative power. 
A man weighing one hundred and fifty 
pounds, by the consumption of a single 
grain of carbon can lift his body to a height 
of eight feet, and by the consumption of 
two ounces, four drachms, twenty grains, to 
a height of ten thousand feet. Mayer main- 
tains, against Liebig and others, that the 
muscles in the main play the part of ma- 
chinery, converting fat into the motive pow- 
er of the organism. He saw that neither 
nerves nor brain possessed the energy neces- 
sary to animal motion, and believed they 
held fast or let loose muscular energy, as an 
engineer, by the motion of his finger in 
opening or closing a valve, liberates and 
controls the mechanical energy of a steam- 
engine. ‘These views are,’’ says Professor 
Tyndall, “now universally entertained.’’— 
Phila. Med. and Surg. Rep. 


West InpIA CINCHONA- PLANTATIONS.— 
We observe in an English newspaper that 
the cinchona-plant has been introduced into 
the West India Islands, and promises to be- 
come a remunerative industry. The first seed 
was planted in Jamaica in 1860, and accord- 
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ing to recent advices the plantations of cin- 
chona now cover three hundred acres, con- 
taining about eighty thousand trees. These 
have been favorably reported upon by com- 
petent chemists, and the most advanced trees 
are stated to be at the present time worth 
Z#t each. It is further estimated that in 
the course of a few years their value will be 
doubled, on account of their increased size 
and the corresponding value of the bark 
arising from the increasing development of 
the alkaloids it contains. The cinchona 
has become so naturalized that hundreds 
of thousands of seedlings are said to be 
growing over the fields. The introduction 
of the tree is ascribed to the government, 
to whom as yet all the plantations belong; 
but the report adds that no doubt private 
enterprise will now step in, seeing that large 
profits are likely to result from the successful 
undertaking. 


Not Proven.—The suit of Sale, the stu- 
dent in the “ Hospital Medical College,”’ 
against the “ Louisville Medical College,’’ 


which was decided in his favor by the mag- 
istrate’s court a year or so ago, and after- 
ward appealed by the defendant to the com- 
mon pleas court of the county, was called 
up a few days since, and was dismissed (as 
we learn from the American Bi-Weekly), the 
prosecutor not appearing This verifies our 


prophecy in regard to the matter. Sale is 
a citizen of another state, and is reported 
as not having the wherewithal to come to 
Louisville and continue his pursuit of the 
$50 he lodged with the L.M.C. “ Plaintiff 
to pay costs” is one of the Commonwealth’s 
jokes, as the defendant, of course, had to 
give security on the appeal. We congratu- 
late the L. M. C. on the outcome, and trust 
that now, being in the fold of the Associa- 
tion, it will never in future be bothered with 
suits as to its respectability, etc. The time 
is coming when we expect to be side by 
side persuading the outsiders. 


THE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF LOUISIANA. 
The medical convention, lately held in New 


Orleans, has organized a state association, 
with Dr. Eagan, of Shreveport, president; 
Drs. Bemiss, Hayes, and Dupre, vice-presi- 
dents; Thos. Layton, secretary ; S. S. Herric, 
corresponding secretary; and Dr. Chaillé, 
orator. The next meeting will occur on 
the second Wednesday in April, 1879. At 
the present session resolutions were adopted 
urging legislative enactments looking to the 
prevention and arrest of contagious diseases, 
making vaccination compulsory, and to the 
re-establishment of boards of medical ex- 
aminers throughout the state. We are truly 
delighted to record the above important 
event. Such organizations are necessary to 
the welfare of the profession in every state. 
In no section of our country is the science 
of medicine more earnestly cultivated than 
in Louisiana, and its medical men stand in 
the front rank of American medicine. 


AN enterprising boarding-house-keeper in 
Louisville managed to secure more than a 
hundred boarders from the medical colleges 
this winter. When his house, which was 
not very large, filled up, he colonized his 
patrons by night in his neighborhood, and 
the young men fired by platoons at table. 
The boniface kept good beds and first-rate 
fare, it is said; but his less successful com- 
petitors declared that his chief enterprise 
lay in “ who-dooing’’ the several janitors. 
However deans may have differed, these 
officers were a unit on one point—that of 
boarding-house ; and though this was a mile 
away from two of the schools, their students 
were faithfully landed over its threshold. 
For the students of the school near by it 
was “convenient ;’’ for those far away there 
was the benefit of the walk. 


Dr. C. S. FENNER, of this city, will pass 
the winter and spring in Austin, Texas, 
where he goes to escape the rigors of our 
winter. He will practice ophthalmology 
during his stay, and we bespeak for him 
a cordial reception by the profession in 
Austin. His rank in his specialty is ac- 
knowledged widely. 
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GENERAL GARABALDI says disease is the 
enemy from which Italian cities in general, 
and Rome in particular, have to be fortified. 
Let therefore the government, instead of 
surrounding the great centers of life with 
trenches and wide tracks of waste ground, 
which are too often fever preserves, expend 
its energy and treasure in making them 
healthful, attractive, and exhilarating. Let 
it prevent inundation from the Po or the 
Tiber, replace the squalid dwellings of the 
poor by appropriate houses, convert the 
narrow streets into spacious boulevards 
lined with the eucalyptus, and encourage 
the youth of the country in the disciplined 
use of arms, which, after all, is a nation’s 
best safeguard. Long may the General live 
to inculcate such salutary lessons!—LZancet. 


HEAT OF THE Brain.—M. Broca has re- 
cently laid before the Freuch Medical Asso- 
ciation some curious facts concerning the 
temperature of different parts of the skull. 
By numerous experiments he has found that 
while at rest the temperature of the surface 
of the head is 2° Fahr. higher upon the left 
side than upon the right. When the brain 
is active equilibrium is established. When 
continuous but moderate mental effort has 
been maintained for ten minutes, the tem- 
perature is raised about 1° Fahr. The tem- 
peratures of the frontal, temporal, and oc- 
cipital regions of the skull are also different, 
that of the frontal region being more than 
0.4° Fahr. higher than that of the occipital. 


Ir is a Chinese assertion that the children 
of confirmed opium-eaters are barren in the 
third generation. 


A Bic Remepy For Insomnia.—“ Beer 
administered at night in doses of one or 
two quarts, and drunk in the course of an 
hour to an hour and a half, has been rec- 
ommended as a good hypnotic for male 
lunatics suffering from sleeplessness accom- 
panied by excitement.” —Binz. Two quarts 
of beer in one hour as a hypnotic! Shades 
of good Gambrinus, defend us! 


LIQUEUR DE LA GRANDE CHARTREUSE.— 
This famous liqueur, made by the monks 
of the French Carthusian monastery, near 
Grenoble, is still manufactured according to 
the original recipe of three hundred years 
ago. This recipe is kept carefully sealed up 
under a stone of the high altar, and is re- 
moved only when a fresh superior is elected. 
The head of the order having lately died, 
the new “general’’ will shortly go in grand 
procession to unseal the stone and formally 
read the directions. The sale of chartreuse 
brings in enormous profits, which are used 
to defray the expenses of the visitors enter- 
tained at the monastery, and for the gifts to 
the poor, while a tithe is sent to the pope. 


THE ORIGINAL MEANING OF “ EMPiIRIc.”— 
In ancient times there was a sect of physi- 
cians called “ Empirics.’’ This was not a 
contemptuous nickname bestowed by their 
adversaries, but a title of honor taken by 
themselves, and signifying those who follow 
experience. They maintained that in medi- 
cine theory is of little avail, and that all fu- 
ture practice to be successful must be based 
upon that which has hitherto been so. The 
Rationalists, upon the other hand, asserted 
that practice must be deduced from theory, 
and that diseases can be treated successfully 
by him alone who understands their causes 
and their seat. 


THE Danville papers are handling with- 
out gloves some traveling quacks who are in 
the spine-straightening business. It would 
be well for those doctors who countenance 
or even patronize “ surgical institutes’’ to 
take pattern. 


Binz believes in the antiphlogistic power 
of mercury in “inflammations of most serous 
membranes, as well as of the parenchyma of 
various organs;’’ and this is the only dan- 
gerous doctrine contained in his book. 


THE medical class of the University of 
Edinburgh now numbers nine hundred and 
twenty. 
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Selections. 


Alcohol—Its Physiological and Therapeu- 
tical Action in Moderate Doses.—It improves 
gastric digestion. The effect on the nerves is a direct 
one, and independent of any alteration in the blood 
or in the circulation. The cutaneous vessels, espe- 
cially those of the heart, are dilated. The quantity 
of water excreted by the skin is increased. If the 
doses are frequently repeated, fat is deposited in the 
tissues. There is no appreciable alteration in the 
temperature of the body. ‘The feeling of increased 
warmth is due to the local irritation of the gastric 
mucous membrane, and to the accelerated circulation 
in the skin. Under ordinary circumstances, alcohol 
thus taken is almost completely consumed in the 
organism. Larger doses, but not so large as to pro- 
duce intoxication, intensify all these symptoms, and 
at the same time, if the individual be not habituated 
to their use, the temperature of the body falls on the 
average 0.5° centigrade. The temperature of the 
head must, however, be excepted from this statement, 
for it rises (at any rate, in animals) several tenths of 
a degree (Mendel). The excretion of carbonic acid 
and of urea is reduced, most probably owing to les- 
sened production. If we consume one hundred 
grammes of absolute alcohol, which is the quantity 
contained in about 1.0 litre of good Rhine wine, 
their oxidation within the body produces seven hun- 
dred units of heat, or xearly a third of the quantity 
which is produced by a mixed diet. It is interesting 
to compare other foods with alcohol, and we may 
take for this purpose cod-liver oil, whose calorific 
value Frankland has also determined, and it will 
serve as the representative of the fats, of which it is 
one of the most digestible. Its calorific value is 9.1, 
and a man who daily takes four tablespoonfuls, or 
about fifty grammes of it, will, if he digests it at all, 
evolve from it four hundred and fifty-five units of 
heat; that is to say, there will be developed from it 
four sevenths of the heat which the combustion of 
one hundred grammes of alcohol would produce, or, 
in other words, the exact quantity which sixty-five 
grammes of absolute alcohol would give out. Al- 
cohol has the further advantage of being, when largely 
diluted with water, absorbed and assimilated with re- 
markable readiness, even by weak digestive organs. 
It does not require nearly as much work on the part 
of the system as the absorption and breaking up of 
the fats require. Thus its value does not simply 
depend on the stimulus it gives to the heart and the 
nerves, for such a stimulus imparts no new life to 
either; on the contrary, the system of persistent stim- 
ulation for several weeks, which is called by many 
medical men a “wine regimen,” would only accel- 
erate instead of checking exhaustion, were not the 


passing stimulus accompanied by an overplus of vital 
force. This fact explains what experience has proved; 
namely, that if wine be continued after all other nour- 
ishment has been rejected, the organism is prevented 
from completely succumbing.—Binz’s Elements of 
Therapeutics. 


Carbazotate of Ammonia.—Dr. Beaumetz,. of 
Paris, has reported lately six cases treated with this 
substance. Case I. Quotidian ague: recovery after 
four days’ treatment; daily dose, from one to two 
centigrammes of the substance in pills. Case 2. Quo- 
tidian ague (sulphate of quinine having been given 
without effect): complete recovery after five days; 
five pills used. Case 3. Tertian ague: recovery after 
eight days; two pillsa day. Case 4. Quotidian ague: 
recovery after eight days. Case 5. Facial neuralgia: 
speedy recovery. Case 6. Tertian ague (sulphate of 
quinine has been administered during seventeen days 
with no result): completely cured after the adminis- 
tration of six centigrammes (about one grain) of the 
salt for two days. Like quinine, carbazotate of am- 
monia diminishes the state of the pulse, and brings 
on heaviness, cephalalgia, and even delirium, and is 
eliminated by the kidneys. These experiments have 
again been repeated by Dr. Dujardin-Beaumetz, with 
similar results.—Med. and Surg. Rep. 


The Employment of Electricity in Inflam- 
mation.—G. E. Weisflog has recently recommended 
the use of faradic currents of electricity in the treat- 
ment of traumatic inflammation. He maintains that 
it possesses well-marked antiphlogistic powers, that 
it alleviates pain, and that it effects the absorption of 
inflammatory products, whether these are of a serous, 
purulent, or sanguinolent nature. The affected limb 
is most advantageously immersed in a water-bath, the 
temperature of which may vary considerably, in some 
instances rising as high as 100° F., into which one 
electrode of the apparatus is immersed. The other 
electrode must be applied to some healthy part of 
the body. He speaks of having obtained successful 
results in various cases of phagedenic ulcers, burns, 
acute and chronic joint-affections, and pleurisy ; while 
faradic currents will also cure iritis, keratitis, etc— 
Lancet. 


Pure Amorphous Hydrochlorate of Quinia 
is especially adapted for subcutaneous injection. It 
dissolves in an equal weight of water, and as a rule 
does not give rise to abscesses. The skin at the 
seat of injection should be gently rubbed to promote 
absorption.— Binz. 


Skim-milk in Diabetes.—Dr. H. W. Jones, in 
the Chicago Med. Examiner of January, 1878, reports 
a case of diabetes mellitus cured by skim-milk alone. 





